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: Development: Focus Dimension for grades 7-12 to capture nuanced growth,

“Refers to sources”: Does not require formal citation of sources. Naming of source title, author, or "Text 1", for example, when quoting or paraphrasing is sufficient.
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Demonstrates accurate and

insightful understanding of the
source material.

Demonstrates accurate literal

and inferential understanding of
the source material.

Demonstrates literal and some
inferential understanding of the
source material with some
misunderstandings.

Attempt(s) to include and/or
explain text evidence but
demonstrates inaccurate
understandings of the source
material.

attempt
made.

Develops an organizational
structure that helps the
audience follow the argument;
an introduction and all reasons
and evidence flow smoothly,
and conclude in a supportive
statement or section.

Creates an organizational
structure that introduces and
concludes the argument and
clearly orders reasons, evidence
and counter-argument.

Uses a variety of effective
transitions, resulting in an
argument that flows well.

Creates an organizational structure
that orders reasons and evidence
so that they make sense. Some
parts fit better into the structure
than others.

Transitions between and within
sections are mostly easy to follow.

Demonstrates some
organization into sections, but
inattention to key structural
elements and/or transitions
creates confusion.

attempt
made.

Demonstrates sophistication in
grammar and/or mechanics:
through using a variety of
sentence structures or compiex
punctuation.

Demonstrates a command of
grammar, usage and mechanics
across most of the essay.

Demonstrates an uneven
command of English {anguage
conventions, including some errors
in grammar, usage, and/or
mechanics.

A pattern of frequent errors in
grammar, usage and/or
mechanics interfere with
audience understanding.

attempt
made.
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